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NEW ZEALAND. 
Auckland— Examination of Bats. 

The following information was taken from the bulletin issued by the 
department of public health of New Zealand: 

During the four weeks ended January 6, 1912, 356 rats were exam- 
ined for plague infection and during the four weeks ended February 
3, 1912, 623 rats. No plague-infected rat was found. 

The last plague-infected rat was found May 31, 1911. 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 

Antlrat Regulations In Force at Philippine Ports. 

Manila, P. I., January 3, 1912. 

Vessels coming to Manila direct from foreign ports will be required to anchor and 
await quarantine inspection and pratique before proceeding to the docks. 

Upon arriving at tne docks, all vessels, including cascoes, lighters, barges, etc., that 
make fast to the dock, or to any vessel that connects with the dock, will be required 
to observe the following precautions: 

1. Fending off from, the docks.— (a) Each vessel shall be fended off from the dock at 
least 6 feet at all points. Each vessel shall constantly use at least two fenders, placed 
at sufficient distances from the bow and stern to maintain the distance from the dock. 
(6) The rat shields on fenders shall be kept in position constantly. 

2. Placing rat guards on lines. — No rat guards shall be used except those which have 
been approved by the quarantine service. A working plan of an approved rat guard 
may be obtained at the quarantine office. 

3. Raising gangways from docks at night. — (a) Between sunset and sunrise, all gang- 
ways not in constant use shall be raised to a horizontal position and gangways shall be 
lowered and raised only when persons desire to leave and return to a vessel. (6) At 
night no vessel at a dock shall be permitted to use more than one gangway, board, 
or other means by which persons may reach or leave the vessel, (c) Large passenger 
vessels may keep their gangways lowered between sunset and sunrise provided that 
watchmen with cudgels are stationed at each gangway to prevent the escape of rats. 

4. Raising cargo chutes from docks at night.— (a) All cargo chutes, boards, iron slides, 
or other devices used in discharging or landing cargo shall be removed between sunset 
and sunrise, except when special permission has been granted by the quarantine and 
customs officials to discharge cargo at night. (6) Cargo chutes shall be removed dur- 
ing the temporary absence of workmen, and upon the cessation of work, (c) When 
cargo chutes are in constant use, the responsible officials shall place a competent 
watchman with a cudgel at each cargo chute to prevent the escape of rats. 

5. Rat guards shall be placed on all lines, ropes, cables, chains, hawsers, or other 
devices used in making a vessel fast, or lead to the dock, shore, or other vessel. 

A rat guard shall be held to be properly applied — (a) When it is of a type approved 
by the quarantine service. (6) When its shank fits the lines, cables, hawsers, ropes, 
etc., tightly. It is usually necessary to pad the line with burlap in order that the 
shank of the guard may be tightly clpsed. (c) When it is tightly closed at all points 
and there are no openings in the shield proper, (d) When it is applied on the line not 
more than 6 feet from the vessel, (e) When it does not touch or overhang a dock, 
lighter, boat, or the shore. 

When, by reason of its proximity to a vessel, it is impossible to apply a rat guard to 
a line, fresh tar shall be placed upon the line within 1 foot of the vessel and extending 
for a distance of not less than 6 feet, and a fresh coating of tar shall be applied daily. 

6. Removing lighters and boats from alongside at night. — All boats belonging to a 
vessel shall be raised to the davits between sunset and sunrise, or the lines leading 
from the vessel to such craft in the water shall be equipped with rat guards. 

No cascoes, lighters, or other cargo-carrying vessels shall be permitted to remain 
alongside a vessel after sunset unless cargo is actually being discharged, and then only 
by special permission. This also applies to all vessels from a foreign port anchored 
in the bay. 

7. Disposing of garbage. — Vessels alongside docks, and those anchored or moored 
in the bay or harbor, shall not be permitted to throw garbage overboard. Such waste 
shall either be burned in the vessel's furnaces, or placed in the receptacles provided 
for the purpose. 

8. Docks. — (a) The doors or gates which act as barriers to prevent rate from gaining 
access to the shore shall be kept closed as much as the traffic will permit, especially 
at night. (6) The small doors at the shore end of the docks shall be kept closed con- 
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stantly and automatically by means of springs or weights, (c) Deaths and sickness 
on vessels shall be reported promptly to the quarantine office, (d) The presence of 
dead rats on the piers or in the vicinity shall be reported immediately to the quaran- 
tine office, (e) A sufficient number of rat-catching cats or dogs shall be kept on the 
docks at all times. (/) Garbage shall not be scattered on the ground around the piers, 
or on the riprap, (g) Eat traps shall be set upon the docks every night, (h) Mats, 
straw, rubbish, and other material which may afford a nesting place for rodents shall 
not be permitted to accumulate upon or in the vicinity of the piers. 

Victor G. Heiser, 
Passed Assistant Surgeon, Public Health and Marine Hospital Service, 

Chief Quarantine Officer for the Philippine Islands. 

VESSELS AT PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT PIEES — PRECAUTIONS TO PREVENT LANDING 

OF RATS. 

[Manila Customhouse, General Order No. 203.) 

Government op the Philippine Islands, 

Department op Finance and Justice, 

Bureau op Customs, 
Manila, January t, 1912. 

Paragraph I. When a foreign or coastwise vessel berths at a Philippine Govern- 
ment pier the master of the vessel shall, immediately after the lines have been secured 
to the pier, cause rat guards of sufficient size and proper construction to be placed on 
all the lines leading to the pier so as to prevent any rats from going ashore. 

Par. II. The master of a vessel alongside a pier shall also be required to have suit- 
able rat guards placed on all lines leading from lighters or cascoes to the vessel. 

Par. III. No cargo shall be discharged from or received on board a vessel at a pier 
before suitable rat guards have been placed on all the lines leading from the carriers 
to the vessel and from the vessel to the pier. 

Par. IV. When a vessel berthed at a pier has not a supply of suitable rat guards on 
board, a sufficient number shall be loaned to the vessel by the wharfinger m charge 
of the pier, receipt to be taken in each case for the rat guards and the vessel held 
responsible for the loss of any of the rat guards so loaned. 

Par. V. All foreign and coastwise vessels docking at the Philippine Government 
piers shall be fended off from the piers a distance of at least 6 feet. 

Par. VI. All cargo chutes and gangways connecting the vessel with the pier shall 
be removed at night, as soon as the vessel has stopped work of discharging or receiving 
cargo and not put in place again until the following morning. This does not apply 
to the gangways of passenger vessels, which need not be removed until the pier is 
actually closed and work has been stopped. 

Par. VII. The gates at the side entrances to the piers shall be kept closed, and the 
guard gates at the main entrance to the piers shall be lowered each night as soon as 
the work on the pier ceases. 

Par. VIII. The wharfinger in charge of the pier shall be held strictly and per- 
sonally accountable while on duty for the carrying out of these regulations, with the 
exception of those contained in Paragraphs II and III, for the strict observance of 
which the customs inspector in charge of the vessel shall be held responsible. When 
the pier is closed and the wharfinger not on duty, the inspector in charge of the vessel 
during the daytime and at nighttime when the vessel works, shall be held accountable 
for the observance of all the regulations contained in this General Order. The night 
watchman on duty at the piers shall also, in the absence of the wharfinger or inspector, 
be required to prevent, if possible, any violation of these regulations and report all 
violations of same taking place during his tour of duty. 

Par. IX. For the violation of any of the provisions contained in Paragraphs I, II, 
and III of this General Order, the master of the vessel shall be liable to a fine of not less 
than P5, Philippine currency, and not more than P500, Philippine currency, in the 
discretion of the court. 

Par. X. A copy of this General Order, which goes into effect immediately, shall 
be furnished the master of each vessel berthing at a pier, by the wharfinger in charge of 
the pier. 

H. B. McCoy, 
Insular Collector of Customs. 

Approved: 

Gregorio Araneta, 

Secretary of Finance and Justice. 



